Free radical mediated sperm-load management in the vagina of rats.
The postcoitus phagocytic engulfment of spermatozoa following disintegration of a sperm cell has not been well understood until now. By monitoring the free radical status of the vagina in accordance with the various stages of the estrous cycle and the sperm-cutting power of vaginal flushing, a positive correlation has been detected that favors the superoxide theory of the sperm-cutting technique in vivo. This finding is also consistent with the previous experience of free radical bombing of spermatozoa in spermatic granuloma.